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Dear Chapter Leader: 
 
As you may know, on December 19, 2007, President Bush signed the Energy Independence 
and Security Act of 2007.  Under the new law, all light bulbs must use 25% to 30% less 
energy than today’s light bulbs by 2012-2014.  Since today’s incandescent light bulbs do not 
fit the energy efficiency standard, there will be a phase-out of current incandescent light 
bulbs.  The phase-out will start with 100-watt bulbs in January 2012 and end with 40-watt 
bulbs in January 2014.  By 2020, bulbs on the market must meet the 70% efficiency 
standard.   
 
Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) already meet the 70% efficiency standard, which 
means that most public spaces and homes are switching to CFLs.  As you may know, some 
reports suggest that there may be enough UVB radiation in fluorescent light bulbs to cause 
photosensitivity in people with lupus.  
 
The Lupus Foundation of America’s National office would like to show Members of 
Congress what impact CFLs and other fluorescent light bulbs have on people with lupus.  
The Government Relations Department would like your help in collecting stories from people 
in your chapters that are affected by fluorescent light bulbs so we can share these personal 
experiences with Congress.  Please make sure that you provide a disclaimer to let your 
constituents know that we will be sharing their stories with Members of Congress.  (Sample 
Disclaimer Attached) 
 
Thank you for your leadership and we look forward to receiving these most valuable personal 
stories.  For further questions please contact Sara Chang at chang@lupus.org  
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Authorization for Use and Disclosure of Health Information 
 

I hereby disclose protected health information about me, to the Lupus 
Foundation of America (LFA), its representative(s) agents, and public 
policy contractors, for purposes of increasing public awareness of lupus 
to Members of Congress.   
 

� I certify that I am at least 18 years old. 
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
[Print Name and Address] 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________    ________________________ 
Signature       Date 
 
 
 
 


